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The English Colonial (Early American)

Historical Background. (1620-1700.) Many of the first set-
tlers, in New England came from the lower middle classes of the
provinces of England; consequently their homes were like those
in rural England. Houses and furniture of this period are called
Early American. The furniture was modified Renaissance in
style and was copied from provincial English Jacobean and Crom-
wellian furniture. See pages 94, 101, 102, 104, and 441.

Furniture. The furniture was usually rectangular with turned,
flat-carved, or molded decoration. Oak, pine, and many other
native woods were used. Often the furniture was painted or
stained black or red.

The furniture pieces consisted mainly of chests, cupboards, beds,
desks, stools, forms, benches, and tables. The early wainscot chair
with a solid back was discontinued because of its weight, but the
turned spindle type was satisfactory and developed into the so-
called Carver, Brewster, and Windsor types. The most common
tables were the rectangular, gate-leg, butterfly, and chair tables.
Beds were usually of the four-poster type, with trundle beds and
cradles for the children.

Fabrics, Textiles were very important in the early Colonial
houses and many were imported. The women wove and wrought
table carpets, cupboard cloths, chair and stool pads, and curtains.
Turkeywork, petit point, stumpwork, and crewelwork decorated
the fabrics. Beds that stood in the parlors often displayed beauti-
ful coverlets, valances, and curtains.

Metals* The early inventories list a great many silver, pewter,
brass, and ironwork articles, although very few of them have sur-
vived. Wrought iron was generally used for kitchen utensils,
irons, firedogs, firebacks, firepans, tongs, and pokers.

Dishes. For the first half century dishes were made of wood.
Later common pottery was obtained from England, and porcelains
and glass were imported from the Orient.

The Spanish Colonial

This furnishing is described in the section on American pro-
vincial types on page 95* It is based on Renaissance forms.